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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very, very much, Bill.

May I say at the outset that I fully concur with
your observations and comments concerning the quality of
the pucple, and I have no question whatsoever that they
will give to George Bush, as they have to me, the fullest
support and the greatest dedication.

Bill, as I told you and your family on Monday
of my high regard for your 25 years of dedicated and
distinguished service with the CIA at the time that I gave
you the National Security Medal, I meant every word of it.
You fully deserve 1t and T wisgh to congratulate and complisen’
you for this cutstanding recoxd.

For good reason, obviously, you have the full
support and deep feeling of all of the people hewre and those
of us not in the intelligence community are just as grateful

for the fine service you have glven to your agency and to.
your country,

tenewcal Douglas MacArthur once said @ +at in
there ig no substitute for victory. Let me assura y.ou Lo
in peace there is no subastitute for intelligence, The time
is long overdue for the men and women of the American
intelligence community to receive the praise and the
gratitude of the Nation that you have so conseientious

served. I have and I will continue to give voice publlclv
to that gratitude,

Ag every President since World War II, I depend on
you as one .of America'’s firgt lines of defense. Evary
morning as a vesult of your sfforts an in*elngance pepalt
is delivered to my desk which is complete, concise,
perceptive and responsibdle.

MORE
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As a result, T am fully awave of the tremendous
effort, the tremendous teamwork that goes into it and
all of the other intelligence reports that I receive that
are go vital to the making of sound policy decisiens on
national security, and let me express my personal gratitude
for this fine wonrk.

The appointment of George Bush as your new Dirvectown
matches a good man with a good team. George Bush assumes
the leadership of the intelligence community at a very
eritical point in its history =-- critical because national
and international attention is focused on your work now
a8 never before.

Because much of your work depends on secrecy and
because secrecy adds a new aura of mystery and intrigue,
there is the natural tendency for extraordinary attention
to be paid to the intelligence community when allegations
are made that it has not functioned as 1t should,

Past problems, any excesses, the abuses of the
Past have more than adequately been described. I am
concerned about them as I know you are, but one thing is
very, very certain -- we cannot improve this agency by
destroying it.

Let me assure you also T have no intention of
geeing the intelligence community dismantled, its operations

paralyzed or ite effectiveness undermined., The Administration

fully intends to safeguard the effectiveness of this
agency, the confidentiality of its information and the
lives and honor of its agents and employezs.

The irresponsible release of classified informanic..
by people who should know better must cease., A betten
balance must be struck between the right of the people to
knew and this country's commitment to survive and live in
peace., .

Accordingly, in the next few weeks after a great
deal of study and consultation with experts in this field,
I will announce my decisions on the steps I believe necessary
to strengthen our foreign intelligence operations., My
actions will be designed to insure that this Nation has what
you and”IT " know.we must have -- the best intelligence
capacity in the world,

Thege actions will be consistent with two very
fundamental prineiples. Fipst, the United States must
have a strong and effective capability to gather, to
evaluate foreipgn intelligence and conduct necessary
covert operation; and second, these activities must be
conducted in a Constitutional and lawful manner and neveo
be aimed at our own citizens.

MORE
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George Bush shares my commitment to these
principlea. As a former Member of Congress and asg the
son of a very greaat man, a distingulshed statesman -- the
late Benator Prescott Bush of Connecticut -- George has
known all of his 1ife that the people are sovereign and
that thelr rights must bf secure,

As a former representative of this Government o
the People's Republic of China and as the former United
States Ambassador to the Unilted Natlons, George Bush is
in step with world development., I know from first-hand
parscnal experience he is a man of enormous capability,
gound meral judgment and has had an intenae devotion to
public service. He is fully prepared to guide the policy
decisions of this agency and of the entire intelligence
community with a depth and a breadth of knowledge that
few others have.

George has saild that he sees his Filrst task
ag one of making a tremendous effort to restore public
confidence in this fine agency. In that effort he has my
full and total support.

I continue to believe that the Director of the
Central Intelligence Agency must have direct pevsonal access
to the President. George will have this access on a very
regular basis and whenever special circumstances require.

With his leadership and with your help, T beliesve
ve can make this ageney an instrument of peace and <. objeut
of pride for all of our people. That is my goal and I know
that sach and every one of youw share it with me.

Now it is my great privilege and pleasure to
introduce Mr. Justice Stewart who will administer the oath
of office.

{The cath was administered,.)

MORE
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DIRECTOR BUSH: Mr. President, members of the
President's Cabinet, distinguished Members of Congress and
other guests and fellow employees:

First, let me express my appreciation teo you,
Mr. President, for coming out here for this occasion. We
are honored by your presence. '

And I also want to thank Bill Colby for the
marvelous cooperation that he has given me over the past few
weeks. I wish him well as he leaves this agency to which he
gave so much,

Mr. President, I accept 'enthusiastically the
challenge that you have given me. I will work hard to earn
the confidence that you and the U,S. Senate have placed in me,
I will not turn my back on the past for from the past we have
learned a lot about what an intelligence agency must do to
maintain the confidence of the pecple in an open society.

But the emphasis now will be on the future, and because of

its dedicated people, this agency is the finest intelligence
agency in the world., They will have my total support and I
have much to learn and I will work hard at that. But I pledge
o my assoclates here this full support.

I am determined to protect those things that must be
kept secret and I am more determined to protect those unselfish
and patriotic people who, with total dedication, serve their
country, often putting their lives on the line, only to have soms
people bent on destroying this agency expose their names,

This must stop, and I will do my level best to play o rvole in
that.

I am egually determined, Mp. President, to take a
new look at some of the praectices that may have made great
_Bense in the past,; but that now must be reviewed and re-
thought to see if they are necessary and to see if they are
indeed compatible with moral judgment of our countrymen,
And this won't be easy work, but as yvou said, sir, restoration
of public confidence is essential if we are to get on about
our important work here.

And lastly, Mr. President, our goal here is to
provide you and others with intelligence. We are not in
the policy business. We will call them as we see them, and we
will be objective and our estimate will continue to come to
you without hint of bias. They will be the product of the
best intelligence in the entire world.

I pledge to you that no politics, no poliey bias,
will color the collective judgment of the CIA, This is the way

you want it, this is the way the CIA operates, and this is th
Wway our country must have it,

MORE
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Many have said to me since this nomination that,

well, you are taking on a difficult -~ and somewhat more

peaszmis?ic say-~taking on an impossible task. That may

be true in one sense, but I considen myself fortunate indeed
to‘hayﬁ been confirmed for this challenging job. I want
this job -- I want to do it well, and I 1like the dedication
and love of country that I find here. And I am proud to

be a part of the CQIA.

Thank you very much.

END (AT Xl:20 A,M. EST)
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MR. PRESIDENT, MEMBERS OF THE CABINET, MEMBERS |

OF CONGRESS, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS...

FIRST LET ME EXPRESS MY'APPRECIA TION TO YOU
MR. PRESIDENT FOR COMING OUT HERE FOR THIS OCCASION.

WE ARE HONORED BY YOUR PRESENCE.

I ALSO WANT TO THANK. BILL COLBY FOR THE MARVELOUS
COOPERATION HE HAS GIVEN ME OVER THE PAST FEW WEEKS.
I WISH HIM WELL AS HE LEAVES THIS AGENCY TO WHICH HE

GAVE SO MUCH.

MR. PRESIDENT I ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE YOU HAVE GIVEN

ME.

I WILL WORK HARD TO EARN THE CONFIDENCE THAT YOU

AND THE U, S. SENATE HAS PLACED IN ME,

I WILL NOT TURN MY BACK ON THE PAST FOR FROM THE
PAST WE HAVE LEARNED A LOT ABOUT WHAT AN INTELLIGENCE
AGENCY MUST DO TO MAINTAIN THE CONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLE

IN AN OPEN SOCIETY.

BUT THE EMPHASIS NOW WILL BE ON THE FUTURE.
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BECAUSE OF ITS DEDICATED PEOPLE THIS AGENCY 1S
THE FINEST INTELLIGENCE AGENCY IN THE.WORLD. THEY
WILL HA VE MY TOTA L SUPPORT. 1HAVE MUCH TO LEARN
HERE AND I WILL WORK HARD AT THAT. BUTI PLED.GE TO

MY ASSOCIATES MY FULL SUPPORT.

IAM DETERMINED TO PROTECT THOSE THiNGS THAT MUST 4
lBE KEPT SECRET. AND I AM MORE DETERMINED TO PROTECT
THOSE UNSELFISH AND PATRIOTIC PEOPLE WHO SERVE THEIR
COUNTRY, OFTEN PUTTING THEIR LIVES ON THE LINE..ONLY
TO HAVE PEOPLE BENT ON DESTROYING THE CIA EXPOSE THEIR

NAMES...THIS MUST STOP.

IAM EQUALLY DETERMINED TO TAKE A NEW LOOK AT SOME
OF THE PRACTICES THAT MAY HAVE MADE GREAT SENSE IN
THE PAST BUT THAT NOW MUST BE REVIEWED AND RETHOUGHT
. TO SEE IE THEY ARE NECESSARY AND TO SEE IF THEY ARE
| INDEED COMPATIBLE WITH THE MORAL JUDGEMENTS OF QUR

- COUNTRYMEN,

THIS WON'T BE EASY WORK, BUT RESTORATION OF PUBLIC
CONFIDENCE IS ESSENTIAL IF WE ARE TO GET ON ABOUT OUR

IMPORTANT WORK HERE,
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LASTLY, MR. PRESIDENT, OUR GOAL HERE IS TO PRO;\TIDE ’
YOU AND OTHERS WITH INTELLIGENCE, WE ARE NOT IN THE
POLICY BUSINESS WE WILL CALL THEM AS WE SEE THEM. WE
WILL BE OBJECTIVE AND OUR ESTIMATES WILL COME TO YOU
WITHOUT BIAS. THEY WILL BE THE PRODUCT OF THE BEST

INTELLIGENCE IN THE WORLD.

I PLEDGE TO YOU THAT NO POLITICS, NO POLICY BIAS WILL

COLOR OUR JUDGEMENT, THIS IS THE WAY YOU WANT IT, THIS

| IS THE WAY THE CIA OPERATES. THIS IS THE WAY OUR NATION

MUST HAVE IT.

MANY HAVE SAID TO ME SINCE THIS NOMINA TION '_-— YOU ARE
TAKING ON A DIFFICULT -- SOME SAY IMPOSSIBLE -- TASK. |
THAT MAY BE TRUE IN ONE SENSE. BUT I CdNSIDER MYSELF‘
FORTUNATE INDEED TO HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED FOR THIS
CHA LLENGING JOB., I WANT THIS JOB. I WANT TO DO IT WELL.

I IIKE THE DEDICA TION AND LOVE OF COUNTRY I FIND HERE AND

I AM PROUD TO BE A PART OF THE CIA.
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REMARKS MADE BY PRESIDENT GERALD FORD

CTA HEADQUARTERS'LOBBY

30 January 1976

The President:

Mr. Justice Stewart, new Director George Bushiwall of
you wondérful employees of CIA. o

First let me thank all of you for the first-class job
you've done under the most difficult circumstances. As I
walked over heré'this morning.my memdry went back to about
15 or more years ago when I was on the Committee that handled
the appropriation foriconstruction of this building. I

remember very vividly Mr. Allen Dulles, the then Director,

came before the Committee and asked for

He said that the facilities where all the people worked

were totally inadequate for the tremendous job

The Committee eventually

- That was my first exposure to the CIA. And over the years

as a veteran of Congress, I had a great deal of opportunity

to meet with the various.Directors, Mr. McCone, Admiral Raborn,
and othefs, and I had some opportunity as President to know
first-hand your fine, former Director, Bill Colby. I say that
with great emphasis because I said it Monday when I gave him
the National Security Medal for outstanding service of 25

years to this Agency. As I walked over and saw this fine

building, I know as well as you know that it's not’the brick
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and mortar that produces what is so essential and so vital as
far as our national security is concerned. It's the people

who do the job, and for thét I thank all of you for your dedi-
cated, conscientious, extraordinary service. All of us in

this country--President and 214 or 15 million others--are very
grateful and I thank you on behalf of all of them. I've had
the pleasure of knowing your Director for a number of years and
served with him in the House of Representatives. I know

that the United States. I saw the work that he

did in China, so I'm certain_ the great

tradition of former Directors will be éarried out by your new
.Director, George Bush. | .

I have said as I've traveled around the country the last
9 months or more, this country had to have, as it does, the
finest intelligence gathering, evaluating organization-in the

world. I have said without any fear of contradiction that we,

in this Agency, I feel solemnly and do an
oufstanding job. And the most interesting part §f any comments
that I've made--whether it's San Francisco, Chicago or
elsewhere--is when I do speak up, speak up affirmatively and
vigorously and feeling it deeply, that the United States must
‘have.and does have an outstanding intelligence evaluating Agency,
the applause alwaYs coﬁes forth, so despite what.yéu read or
some of the comments you may hear, I can say without any reserva-
tion at all that the American péople are grateful for what you
do and they support you in your effort and I do as’well. Thank
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